
ORIGINAL TO GENERAL FILES 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF DESIGN POLICY & SUPPORT 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

OFFICE Design Policy & Support FILE P.I. # 0007047 
CSBRG-0007-00(047) 
Murray County 
GDOT District 6 - Cartersville DATE 5/3/2016 
SR 52 Alt @ Town Branch 
Bridge Replacement 

FROM Brent Story, State Design Policy Engineer 

TO SEE DISTRIBUTION 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
DETOUR REPORT 

P.I. # 0007047 
CSBRG-0007-00(047) 
Murray County 
SR 52A ALT @ Town Branch 

FILE OFFICE Roadway Design 

DATE April 14. 2016 

C. Arufy Casey, P.E., State Roadway Design Engineer FROM 

TO Brent A. Story. P.E., State Design Policy Engineer 
Attn: Dave Peters. P.E., State Conceptual Design Group Manager 

SUBJECT Request for Detour Approval 

Description and Project Proposal: SR 52 ALT is a two lane rural facility with one 12- foot travel lane 
in each direction and 6-foot shoulders. The existing right-of-way is approximately 60 feet. The project 
proposes to replace bridge (ID 213-0007-0) on SR 52 ALT over Town Branch near the City of 
Chatsworth in Murray County, Georgia. The project begins just east of SR 225 and extends 0.4 miles 
eastward to just west of Treadwell Rd. The proposed typical section is two 12-foot lanes with 8-foot 
shoulders. The proposed right-of-way varies from approximately 60-130 feet. 

Concept Approval Date: February 23, 2016 (original approval, no revisions to date) 

Reason a Detour is Required: See tables below from the approved concept report. 

Preferred Alternative (ALT 1): Replace Existing Bridge in place with an Offsite Detour along US 76 
$1,197,800.49 Estimated Property Impacts: _6 

Estimated ROW Cost: $922,000.00 
Estimated Cst. Cost: 

12 months Estimated Cst. Time: 
Rationale: This is the most preferred alternate because of the low cost, short construction duration and fewest 
impacts to environmental resources. The proposed detour is only 0.87 miles long and it is comprised of multilane 
state routes with signalized intersections at turning locations. 

Alternative 2: Build a Temporary Bridge around the existing bridge to maintain traffic while replacing Existing 
Bridge in place. The temporary bridge will be demolished and traffic will resume through the new bridge. 

Estimated Property Impacts: 8 $1,889,056.03 
18 months 

Estimated Cst. Cost: 
$1,701,000.00 Estimated ROW Cost: Estimated Cst. Time: 

Rationale: This alternative was not selected because it has higher cost, longer construction duration, more 
potential property displacements, and more impacts to environmental resources than the preferred alternate. 
The attached layout shows this alternative to be on the south and north of the existing alignment but study was 
done only for the south one because of the big impacts to the Chief Vann House that the north alignment could 
cause. 



P.I. #0007047 Detour Report 

Alternative 3: Permanent Bridge Realignment North/South of the Existing Bridge. Traffic continues to flow on 
the Existing Bridge during construction. 

$2,271,397.12 10 Estimated Cst. Cost: Estimated Property Impacts: 
$2,425,000.00 18 months Estimated Cst. Time: Estimated ROW Cost: 

Rationale: This alternate was not selected because of its higher cost, longer construction duration, more potential 
property displacements, and more impacts to environmental resources than the preferred alternate. The attached 
layout shows this alternate to be on the south and north of the existing alignment but study was done only for the 
south one because of the big impacts to the Chief Vann House that the north alignment could cause. 

Environmental Assessment of the Proposed Detour Route: The proposed detour route will utilize 
existing State Routes and will not require any additional grading, clearing, or construction. 
Based on this information, no separate environmental evaluation and/or 
"clearing" is required specifically for the detour route. 

Public Detour Meeting Results: A Detour Meeting was held on December 3rd, 2015 at the Coker 
Elementary School located at 1733 Leonard Bridge Rd, Chatsworth, GA 30705. A total of 33 people 
attended the detour meeting; nine total comments were received (three in support, three in 
conditional support, two opposed, and one uncommitted). Comments/concerns expressed include: 
beaver population causing flooding problems, restricting truck traffic on SR 52A, impacts to historic 
district, improvements to the intersection of SR 52A with SR 225, and overall need for the project. No 
significant project changes were made as a result of the comments received at the detour meeting. 

Recommendations: Based on the information summarized in this detour report, this Office 
recommends that the detour route for the project be approved and that the attached Notice be 
approved for advertising. 

GDOT Director of Engineering 
Concur: 

Engineer 
Approve: Mill A 

GDOT Chief Date 

Attachments: 
• Sketch Map of each Detour Route Studied including length of detour 
• Detour Meeting Comment Cards and Transcript 
• Notice of Detour Approval 



NOTICE OF DETOUR APPROVAL 
CSBRG-0007-00(047) Murray County 

P. I. # 0007047 
Notice is hereby given that the Georgia Department of Transportation has approved the use of and the 
routing of a detour for this project. 

f\fjQ. y $*) LO The date of detour approval is: 

The project proposes to replace the bridge (ID 213-0007-0) on SR 52 ALT over Town Branch near the 
City of Chatsworth in Murray County, Georgia. SR 52 ALT is a two lane rural facility with one 12- foot 
travel lane in each direction and 6-foot shoulders. The existing right-of-way is approximately 60 feet. The 
project begins just east of SR 225 and extends 0.4 miles eastward to just west of Treadwell Rd. The 
proposed typical section is two 12-foot lanes with 8-foot shoulders. The proposed right-of-way varies from 
approximately 60-130 feet. 

The proposed detour (approximately 1 mile in additional travel distance) will mostly affect the east/west 
patterns along SR 52 ALT, which is proposed to be closed to through traffic from the intersection with SR 
225 to the intersection with SR 52/US 76/US411/3rd Ave. 

Drivers travelling west on SR 52 ALT towards Chatsworth and needing to cross SR 52/US 76/US411 /3rd 

Ave to continue west on SR 52 ALT will instead be detoured by taking a right turn on SR 52/US 
76/US411/3rd Ave (heading north), then a left turn on SR 52/US 76/GI Maddox Pkwy (heading west) 
continuing to the intersection with SR 52 ALT (ending the detour). 

Drivers travelling east on SR 52/US 76/GI Maddox Pkwy towards Chatsworth and needing to turn right on 
SR 52 ALT in order to continue east across SR 225 and SR 52/US 76/US411/3rd Ave will instead be 
detoured by continuing east on SR 52/US 76/GI Maddox Pkwy, then turn right onto SR 52/US 
76/US411/3rd Ave (heading south) continuing to the intersection with SR 52 ALT (ending the detour). 

During the detour, drivers travelling east on SR 52/US 76/GI Maddox Pkwy towards Chatsworth will still 
be able to take SR 52 ALT to the intersection of SR 225 and turn left or right onto SR 225, however they 
will not be able to cross SR 225 and continue on SR 52 ALT. 

Drawings or maps or plats of the proposed project, as approved, are on file and are available for public 
inspection at the Georgia Department of Transportation: 

Nicole Law, Project Manager 
nlaw@dot.qa.gov 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
Office of Program Delivery (25th floor) 
600 West Peachtree St., Atlanta, GA 30308 
404-631-1723 
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I 
Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. 

Name 

Address /&3 d#&otu)AU^ J)e 

C'4Al^c'rTll, i 7iM' 

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

• Against 

lOH/iik IKJC-I 0)/^Ar- cV- -uJ,4ifs / £/odac,h To 

Tc- L~I^h 7 £j; Z^.r -r ACT f Z. 

ET F • Conditional • Uncommitted or 

General Comments 

How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper B^S/gns • GDOT Website • Radio 

O Word of Mouth \3 Social Media • Other 

Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? CETY • No es 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

Yes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

B'Y • No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? es 

Q"Y • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? es 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW - 16th Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.aa.gov 
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Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. 

Name (J 
Address rl' 1. ̂  

/<y 
<~l /- 7? d 

3*2 7 2 / 
Q ~. I /n n 2. 

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

W For • Against • Conditional • Uncommitted 

General Comments 

How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper ® Signs • GDOT Website • Radio 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? © Yes • No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

m Yes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

& Yes • No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 

Yes • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 1(fh Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.aa.QOv 
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Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. 

Name / /?c m / } s 

Address / •? / ^ J C // <; <^rtJ 

r ^ 3rJ ?d * 

2 v t < 

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

EH^or • Against • Conditional • Uncommitted 

General Comments 

How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper 0 Signs • GDOT Website • Radio 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? 0 Yes • No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

EPYes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

• No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 

&'Yes • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 16P Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.qa.QQV 



4 
Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. 

Name /Qu 

Address fhcy TlTLl SctvS 
Chtdzitter ~/i\- ST) 3T71S 

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

• For • Against EKConditional • Uncommitted 

(j) propoS&J hficTdZ /'/) Spritxa Mru/C nof~ SvpJsUj/yT 

(3j Ir/S~~f)7 TrnrAi/ng /y> oS Hur, r ni&K tcdiS 
d>-f SP /AZ or J 3d p;J,l/7 

/W Str,\ i- 'i 7v LLS, 7b P/ShiS fkzr> ZilUu./n^ 
PIS cpSl OS S /PIL/CI 

General Comments 4JL 

ur-hr DP / JHUPP PPSPSPS Arc/d. 

u)i thsy <1-15 <znsi Tit- by/g •>/ ds//ji5 

~H\r knSge. /_'•?, (3) RusWcSi 

iisnx on JoL/) LP OoJA- in iz>rco'P ynSzby Sr CLII df 

tr/.i ir-X t->er Uszd on gjhzr S ffy(S Crfr bridge jLxJppd. S£> cSS^ierrSyl. 
(j) TAE. cU-fvuf rtfu-h? U>OJL (jj\cyScur±y 
How did you hear about this Open House? (check) w Newspaper M Signs • GDOT Website • Radio P&ally, 

d£J£* «_ 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

0, No • Yes Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

-2V~ <;Lcu.lr>l ha.,sr. hyyo n\ Spring PL 

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 0 Yes • No 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

• Yes •, No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 
Utdl H »ey 

IX No • Yes Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Fvlks i>Q£r& p IE-PLZ<ZP f~ gy\A. Axbl'f nude f-iScifrgp /~ jzfif&r'f Jv an <;/, Ifvr 
aUjZSTIttnS haJ~ LOiL kjxou) "/Jit. f-ts> J/bp /-? 7Aef/ruw u')<Z- LLSXJO //V/t 
hertL Sag iS(I ckpruje hxu/L. 

Spring Maya. Is CL. 3ft fSsj-nrj7 SoLonsLp rtncL g_ fC'aJcLc nd R.gt\h°v- Dis4rl'<jf: 
f&dzrsJ -fisiSs LiriL NOT 3ijppr>ctA. ~fa h<L. USvA by ArrjtuJh "Hntd~ /Vttfadi'i-'diiS 
/f^fincf a A {^rfaric. cL£s-h~ic£,' IS \trsf i$ LLAK e3 A~boab bhz. 

Mail to. "/A *?_ Praia Ie^h\. f/(t cowfiVcoi Ui"H\ rx. I\EPJ t 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P. E., State Environmental Administrator r . / I Ai U. J I 

Georgia Department of Transportation bn^e, . 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 16th Floor 0&Aeg& iNZ- hisV^lc- u • 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 /J34r^ "f 11 'os? negnvLet), 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.qa.qov cr r uS "H\£~ 

frlScSS, <0 n 
Srun MvuSt fdif ^ jS l 

~fr CLOLZSS dibx-f>prts CT 
Wf\ hk-hrS s/kl. 



5 
Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. __ 

K& A i. J ^ s Name 

1*7 y fi.tr Address 

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

• For • Against 0 Conditional • Uncommitted 

K o cmf? IAT~ <rf" J-ju;j Z A If fc> 
-h/^ 4 L ( - To +/u'.{ 7 O . 

General Comments 

^ ^^ UM£>0-! 

Th,. Ke*\/O0.^ > -

How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper 0 Signs • GDOT Website • Radio 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? [Zf Yes • No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

• Yes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

d • No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? Yes 

|Zf Yes • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share ypur suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

'T'L-S rri- ^ Ac. rr^// «-J>_/•. '''v*. iA 
AitoA ' ' ' \ 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 1(th Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.aa.ciov 



Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pi#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. 

Name A/^/<?/<-(J /)) 
Address^ y 

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

. . • Against JST Conditional • Uncommitted 

dPiA-
z] fkb Y&i(~r A (t £ <rW> "&* -

y/( jb ZU-£Z=+ / 

• For 

General Comments 

How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper K Signs • GDOT Website • Radio 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? 

&&Q £hf_ 
^ Yes • No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

0"Y • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? es 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

iP^Yes 
i£0 . 

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 

BTY • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? es 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 1(F Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.aa.aov 



7 
Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 
Please print responses. 

Name R i &ll Ex X 

Address A 2.C? 

fit Ale. C-lctr f nd 4^ c 

^IKcrhs u) oM-/\ 
S 

30/VS-

Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) 

• For • Against • Conditional E5 Uncommitted 

General Comments 

How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper 3i Signs • GDOT Website • Radio 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? di Yes • No 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

B Yes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

£Q Yes • No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 

df Yes • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 1&h Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.q3.qov 
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Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

Comment Card 

7^ /fZ/i Please print responses. 

Name y 
Address ' 7 

Do you support the project and the detopras presented? (check your response) 

• For • Against • Conditional • Uncommitted 

/ 
General Comments 

~/k&. '7~ <r 

U^DOT Website • Radio How did you hear about this Open House? (check) • Newspaper • Signs 

• Word of Mouth • Social Media • Other 

Safes' • No Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

0-Yes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

• Yes • No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? 

• Yes Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? lo 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 1&h Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.aa.Qov 
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D is Georgia Department of Transportation | Detour Open House Handout 
Pl#(s): 0007047, County: Murray 

I 
Em i Comment Card A •rifrtary Pi » 

Add'l Pi ffes. 
Please print responses. , 
Name ^<2-S /Y\ ,^//( 

Address ^ f ^ D #//> 

cSp/nhJ)&A 

J <5-t/ 
WfcPA anaiyyt £ • /cch- -/ Soi 
Recjptgi^'i 7* 

ropfoc; Oi-J jtotrOl 
WEPA A/<n..,.^Afrii 

Eco w.w 
Do you support the project and the detour as presented? (check your response) ft R JCIW ALTOs:"-CFTES 

• For Against • Conditional • Uncommitted 
fA/O, <° X ;$f r'i? rvj Q LGtAs/f} jjpfl/Ui'h'oru Q /C 

q A/fool, *,* WOU\A <o /jV cJ /b 

. /XP. /•y ^ •• </<,» .V & / * v-rt/Md dc&s fl/oT dp /- A/ A// 
We/flft l/tod OnJ*> fi-iscK O, r Vsi.r)? . f)r*U<9»\< si- Tytffc'C^ 
slefarsr.^ r/) nsj f. K 0 n/ n l+ereTC daift/y )rCvfe( Wo/vd Le^ ft -&h 

PyoUfiW. Hfi li/fidcp-1\^ 5 //zyerdyeyed //g l'/W 
' ^ 

0 Newspaper \tf Signs • GDOT Website • 

General Comments 

Radio How did you hear about this Open House? (check) 

t^Word of Mouth US^ocial Media • Other 

jZ^Yes • No Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community. 

tZYes • No Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? 

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. 

E/Y • No Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel? es 

B'Y • No Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? 

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses: 

•dflf. tfr.et;*? k/gS t A/Perm^, £. feof/p 
(Asfaywe-i U/?./t /ftp- i'S6*<LSff}g-hh/-.ll /"Cuy-. 

es 

DCp' l/l/zpe-

Mail to: 
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
600 West Peachtree Street, NW- 1tf Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Email to: ProiectComments@dot.aa.QOV 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

7 
DISTRICT SIX 

8 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE 

9 
P.I. NO. 0007047 

10 
COKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

11 
CHATSWORTH, GEORGIA 

12 
DECEMBER 3, 2015 

13 
5:00 7:00 P.M. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
Shirley Stepp 

20 
COURT REPORTER 

21 
CALHOUN, GEORGIA 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 



1 (Whereupon, there were no citizens' comments reported at this 
2 hearing and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.) 
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1 CERTIFICATE 

2 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

3 
COUNTY OF GORDON 

4 
I, Shirley Stepp, Certified Court Reporter No. B-367, do 

5 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete 

6 
transcript of the hearing held on December 3, 2015. 

This the 4th day of December, 2015. 
8 

9 
1 k 

^ * -r-T) yjp 
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I f 10 
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11 n Shirley E.iyStepp, CCR No. B-367 
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\Q W 
?/ GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner Si o S[ 2: One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW MM * Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

Telephone: (404) 631-1000 \ / R' 

January 22, 2016 

Mr. Tim Johnson 
183 Brookwalk Dr. 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Mr. Tim Johnson; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

• The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of. the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

Co 
Eric Duff " 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 
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January 22, 2016 

Kerry Ridley 
828 Dead End Road 
Dalton, GA 30721 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Kerry Ridley; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use ofSR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot. ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of. the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

CflLd 
Eric Duff 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 
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January 22, 2016 

Mr. Thomas Smith 
131 Nichols Ln 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Mr. Thomas Smith; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please fmd the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Infonnatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

• The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of. the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Duff V 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 
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Mr. Tim Howard 
329 Hwy 225 South 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Mr. Tim Howard; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvODeration/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

• The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

Lo fit// 
Eric Duff " 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 
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January 22, 2016 

Mr. Kevin Jones 
4717 Hwy 52 Alt 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
T own Branch 

Dear Mr. Kevin Jones; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict tmck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga. gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

• The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of. the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

GMG 
Eric Duff ^ 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 
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?/ vw GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner Si \o MM / One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 

*• / */ Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
'••'l J Telephone: (404) 631-1000 

January 22, 2016 

Mr. Barry Minter 
3035 Hwy 52 Alt 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Mr. Barry Minter; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of.the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

CubJXM) 
Eric Duff " 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404)631-1000 

January 22, 2016 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Clarindo Ridley 
226 Hwy 225 South 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Ridley; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) — Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.pdf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

• The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth — the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of. the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

Lo 
Eric Duff ' ^ 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 



•oe. I3|r ?/ v* GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner St \o Si ;z One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 *\ /* 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 £ -85 

January 22, 2016 

Mr. James Ballew Sr. 
2920 Hwy 52Alt. 
Chats worth, GA 30705 

Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI#(s): 0007047, Murray County, State Route (SR) 52 Alternate @ 
Town Branch 

Dear Mr. James Ballew Sr.; 

Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your 
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the December 3, 2015 Public Information, Section 
4(f) and Detour Open House. Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter 
will be made part of the project's official record. 

A total of 33 people attended the open house. Of the nine (9) respondents who formally commented, three (3) 
were in support of the project, two (2) were opposed, one (1) was uncommitted, and three (3) expressed 
conditional support. 

The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the 
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has prepared this one 
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the 
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response. 

• Restrict the use of SR 52 Alt to cars only from US 76 to Hwy 411. 

Thank you for your comment. GDOT does not restrict truck traffic on State Routes unless the bridge 
cannot properly support vehicles of that size. If there are bridges identified as structurally deficient, and 
posted for weight restrictions, then those bridges are programmed for replacement. 

• The beavers in the area are causing major flooding and need to be removed. 

Beaver management is not a part of the Georgia Department of Transportation's responsibility for this 
project. However, should you require assistance in beaver management and control, please contact the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (GDNR) - Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) - Game 
Management Section - Region I Armuchee (706) 295-6041. 

• Traffic backing up at the intersection of Hwy 225. A red light is needed at the intersection of SR 225 and 
SR 52 Alt. 

The construction limits for this project do not extend to the intersection; thus intersection improvements, 
including the installation of a red light, are outside the scope of this project. If improvement is warranted, 
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another project will have to be programmed to address those concerns. However, these comments will be 
forwarded to the District and State Traffic offices to review the operations of the intersection. 

Additionally, a request for a traffic signal study could be made by the local government to the GDOT 
District 6 Traffic Operations Office located in Cartersville, GA. The study would include many different 
aspects of the intersection including; traffic conditions, traffic volumes, pedestrian characteristics, 
physical characteristics of the roadway, and the Engineer's conclusion & recommendations. In order to 
obtain approval, the study must include an analysis showing that a traffic signal would improve the safety 
and operations of the intersection. Please refer to GDOT's Traffic Signals Public Information Document 
located at: 

http://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/SafetvOperation/Documents/TrafficSignals/Public%20Informatio 
n/TrafficSignals-PID.ndf 

• Spring Place is a GA Historic Township and a National Register District. Federal funds are not 
supposed to be used by projects that negatively impact a historic district. Staff for the Vann House rely on 
SR 52 Alt to access other parts of the State Department of Natural Resources site. 

Environmental studies are ongoing including the historic and archaeological evaluation of the proposed 
project's effects on the Spring Place Historic District and the Chief Vann House Historic Site by a 
National Park Service qualified architectural historian and archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61). Every effort 
will be made to avoid adversely impacting these sites. In addition, because the Chief Vann House 
property is a state owned historic site, GDOT will coordinate with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• The project is not needed. 

The primary purpose of this project is to replace the bridge due to its structural integrity. Based 
on a study conducted by the GDOT Office of Bridges and Structures, the overall condition of the 
bridge is classified as fair; however there is concrete deterioration and the bridge sufficiency 
rating is 47.43 out of a scale of 1-100. The sufficiency rating is based on the condition of the 
bridge itself; the short length of the existing bridge does not remove the need to replace it. 

Additionally, several verbal comments questioned whether the bridge needs to be elevated. Even 
though long-time local residents have never seen water overtopping the road, it is possible that 
the proposed bridge will be higher than the existing bridge in order to satisfy hydraulic 
requirements. These requirements are based on extreme weather conditions, such as severe 
flooding, that might not occur for generations. It is part of the process in every bridge designed 
over water to meet certain elevation criteria based on hydraulic studies. 

The detour route was uncertain. 

The purpose of the public detour open house meeting held on December 3, 2015 was to gather 
input from the public, local officials, emergency management, schools, etc. on the proposed 
detour route, which was clearly outlined in three (3) big displays in the meeting. The proposed 
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detour route does not cause any safety or capacity concerns since it is utilizing State Routes with 
more lanes than SR 52 ALT, it has intersections that are not skewed and at the same time 
signalized. No written comments were received in support of or against the proposed route; 
although GDOT staff attending the meeting noted that most people that verbally commented at 
the meeting were in support of, or indifferent to, the proposed route. 

• The length of time is extreme. One year really. 

The proposed construction time, 12 months, is needed to complete the scope of work necessary for bridge 
demolition, construction of approaches and a new bridge within an environmentally sensitive area. 

• The following comments were in reference to the public meeting: 
• The bridge is in Spring Place, not in Chatsworth - the meeting notice should have referenced 

that and the meeting location should have been in Spring Place. 
• GDOT staff were pleasant and provided an informative meeting. 
• GDOT needs to send representatives with better knowledge of. the surrounding area. 

GDOT appreciates all comments received regarding the PIOH. We strive to make our outreach efforts as 
accessible, informative, and inclusive as possible. Your comments will help us in framing all of our future 
outreach efforts on this and other projects. 

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the 
project manager, Nicole Law, at 404-631-1723 or the environmental analyst, Elliott Robertson, at 404-631-1190. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Duff ^ 
State Environmental Administrator 

ED/ER/CHW 

Nicole Law, GDOT Project Manager (via email) 
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files 

cc: 


